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Health  Department , 
Fortway  House, 
Warminster , 

Wilt shire. 

Chairman  and  Members  of  Warminster  Urban  District  Council. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  relating  to  the 
state  of  public  health  and  sanitary  conditions  in  the  urban  district 
of  Warminster  during  the  year  197''.  Included  is  the  report  of  your 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

On  20tli  August,  1971,  Dr.  J.  F.  Reynolds,  MC.,  retired  as  ycur 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  after  serving  24  years  in  the  appointment. 
I  was  unable  to  assume  the  appointment  until  27th  September,  in  the 
meantime  matters  of  an  urgent  nature  were  dealt  with  by  one  of  your 
Standing  Deputies. 


Dr.  Reynolds  had  been  given  office  accommodation  and  secretarial 
assistance  by  'Warminster  and  West  bury  Rural  District  Council  at 
Craven  House  for  the  "mixed"  appointments  he  held.  It  was  decided  I 
would  be  given  these  facilities  by  you  at  Portway  House  and  consequently 
I  arrived  to  find  that  the  files,  registers,  etc.,  had  been  transferred 
from  Craven  House;  one  of  my  first  tasks  was  therefore  to  organise  the 
office  in  the  new  location. 

In  view  of  my  short  tenure  this  report  is  largely  of  a  statis¬ 
tical  nature.  I  have,  however,  included  some  of  the  figures  for  the 
district  over  the  last  75  years  to  show  certain  changes  in  causation 
and  age  of  death,  the  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1970.  I  note 
the  report  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  1896  is  largely  concerned 
with  infectious  disease  and  sewage ,  the  latter  being  discharged  to  un¬ 
trapped  drains. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


q 

o « 


CUPFLES. 


' 


. 

■ 


X 
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WARMINSTER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  May  1971 


From  May  1 97^ 


Chairman  of  the  Council  G.  H.  ITicholls 


D.  Bishop 


V ic  e-Chairnan 

Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Properties 

Committee 

Members  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Properties 

Committee 


D.  Bishop 

E.  Rees,  JP. 


D.  Bishop 

Miss  E.  G.  Butter worth 
J.  House 

E.  E.  Middleton 
G.  H.  Ilicholls 
J .  1j  .  './all 


E.  R.  Middleton 
A.  C.  Curtis 


D.  Bishop 

Miss  E.  G.  Butterworth 
Mrs.  K.  M.  Self 

E.  R.  Middleton 
G.  H.  Nicholls 
J.  L.  Wall 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


J.  Reynolds  MC. ,  LRCP. ,  LEGS.,  LRPP  & 
S . ,  DPH. 

until  20th  August. 


Craven  House, 
Warminster. 


Tel:  3^28 


S.  E.  Cupples  MB.,  BCh. ,  BAO. ,  DPH., 
MFCH. 

from  27th  September. 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

William  Parks,  C.Eng. ,  E.I.Mun.E. ,  C.E 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

E .  Marshall ,  I : . A . P . H . I . 

J.  V/ithoy,  Ij.A.P.II.I. 

Clerks 

Mrs.  L.  Hodder 

Miss  K.  V.  Jones 
Mrs.  L.  Bowyer 
Miss  S.  Thomas 
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Portway  House, 
Warminster. 
Tel:  2393 


Craven  House, 
Warminster. 
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delete  £5,^50  and  substitut 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
(figures  in  brackets  refer  to  previous  year/ 


1971 

1946 

1921 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 

5,651 

(5,651) 

5,651 

6,564 

Population  (Registrar 
Generals  estimate  as  at 
mid  year) 

13,580 

(13,110) 

6,359 

5,410 

Number  of  Hereditaments 

4,762 

(4,276) 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

1,130 

(1,047) 

Rateable  Value 

£554,115 

(£514,682) 

£50,895 

£23,017 

Product  of  rate  Ip 

Id. 

£5,450 

(£2,077) 

£203 

£95 

Vital  Statistics 

The  population  figures  and  statistics  include  members  of  the'  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  area.  It  is  customary  with  birth  and  death  rates 
to  use  area  comparability  factors  to  make  allowances  for  the  way  the  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  of  England 
and  Wales  and  also  to  take  account  of  any  residential  institution  in  the 
area,  the  adjusted  figures  are  therefore  comparable  with  the  crude  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  or  the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas.  However 
revised  comparability  factors  are  not  yet  available  from  the  1971  census 


and 

aga: 

in  order  to  draw  some  comparison  the 
in  been  used. 

1970  comparability 

factors 

have 

1. 

Live  Births  n 

- Male 

F  emale 

Total 

1946 

1921 

1896 

Legit imate  134 

139 

273 

(242) 

128 

79 

- 

Illegitimate  7 

7 

14 

(16) 

12 

5 

- 

Total  141 

146 

0- 

00 

C\J 

(258) 

140 

84 

124 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
compar ability  factor  is 
1.02 

21.1 

(19.7) 

22 

15.5 

22.3 

Local  adjusted  Rate 

21.5 

(20.1) 

England  and  Wales  Rate 

16 

(16) 

19 

22.4 

- 

Illegitimate  Rate  as  % 
total  rate 
local 

5 

(6) 

8.5 

6 

England  and  Wales 

8 

(8) 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

Stillbirths 

2 

2 

(5) 

7 

_ 

To  calculate  a  rate  from  such  a  small  figure  is  not  a  recommended 
statistical  procedure  but  this  gives  a  rate  of  7  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12. 
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3.  Deaths 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1946 

1921 

1896 

81 

58 

139 

(149) 

73 

62 

87 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

local 

10.2 

(11.4) 

11.5 

11.4 

14.3 

comparability  factor 
is  0.86 

so  local  adjusted  rate 

00 

• 

CO 

(9.8) 

— 

- 

- 

England  and  Wales  Rate 

11.6 

(11.7) 

11.5 

12.1 

— 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

4 

2 

6 

(4) 

4 

2 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
(Infant  Mortality  Rate) 

Local 

21 

(16) 

28.6 

23.8 

90 

England  and  Wales 

18 

(18) 

43 

83 

— 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age 

1 

1 

2 

(1) 

- 

- 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Local 

7 

(4) 

- 

- 

- 

England  and  Wales 

12 

(11) 

- 

- 

- 

It  will  be  noted  from  later  figures  that  two  of  the  infant  deaths  were 
due  to  accidents  and  one  to  complications  of  childbirth.  The  infant 
Mortality  Rate  of  23.8  for  the  year  1921  was  extremely  low  for  the  trend  at 
the  time,  for  example  the  rate  for  1922  was  65  and  that  for  1920  v/uS  67. 
and  the  trend  was  similar  to  these  figeires. 


In  1896  just  over  26%  of  tho  d oaths  occur ed  before  the  age  of  24, 
full  details  are  not  available,  but  it  is  known  that  five  of  then  were 
due  to  measles  and  one  to  diphtheria.  In  '197'!  coronary  thrombosis  and 
cerebrovascular  disease  (strokes)  accounted  for  almost  exactly  half  of 
the  deaths  and  more  than  87%  of  the  deaths  occured  over  the  age  of  55* 

Infectious  and  Notifiable  Disease 


Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were:- 


Jan-rMar 

Apl-Jun 

Jul-Sep 

Oct-Dec 

Measles 

161 

3 

3 

(25) 

FoQd  Poisoning 

3 

- 

- 

2 

(-) 

Jaundice 

2 

— 

- 

- 

(5) 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

(2) 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

- 

- 

(-) 

The  following  Immunisation  Statistics  have  been  supplied  by 
Dr.  C.  D.  L.  Lycett,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Wiltshire  County  Council. 


r* - 

Children 

born  in  years 

..m.f 

i 

i 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

62-66 

56-61  • 
1 

Primary 
immunisat ions 
completed 

Dipli. 

68 

126  ' 

14 

.10 

4 

5 

j 

j 

j 

Wh. Cough 

67 

12S 

14 

6 

3 

i 

1 

during  1971 

Tetanus 

0 
;  co 

126 

14 

10 

4 

5 

1 

1 

Measles 

92 

37 

27 

22 

2 

Polio 

69 

128 

18 

10 

4 

12 

Heinforcing 
immunisat ions 
given  in 

1971 

Diph. 

1 

33 

93 

27 

38 

94 

5 

Wh. Cough 

24 

36 

16 

2 

1 

y\ 

\ 

Tetanus 

1 

33 

93 

27 

38 

95 

8 

i 

1 

Polio 

_ 

1 

i 

28 

i 

74 

vji  ; 

58 

_ 

59 

6 

In  addition  there  were  93  Primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox  and 
9  revaccinations.  This  form  of  vaccination  was  discontinued  as  a  routine 
measure  in  early  childhood  during  September. 

The  measles  has  followed  its  pattern  of  being  epidemic  every  other 
year ,  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  how  the  pattern  changes  with  in¬ 
creasing  immunisation  against  the  disease. 

figures  also  supplied  by  Dr.  Lycett  show  that  of  the  infants  born 
during  1970  some  79%  were  immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus  and  poliomyelitis.  This  compares  with  a  County  figure  of  82%. 
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National  Assistance  Act  1$48 


Section  47  of  the  above  Act  gives  the  power  to  have  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention  admitted  to  hospital  on  the  authority 
of  a  magistrate.  No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Act  during  the 
year. 


Lodging  Houses 


There  core  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 


Water  Supplies 


Water  is  supplied  by  the  We st  Wilts  Water  Board  and  all 
occupied  dwelling  houses  are  connected  to  the  Boards  supply. 
Fluoride  is  not  added  and  tho  quantity  of  this  naturally  present 
is  well  below  the  figure  of  1.0  part  per  million. 


/ 
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The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  provided  the  following  report : 


food  pdemiabb 

There  are  within  the  Urban  District  57  various  types  of  food  premises, 
as  listed,  including  those  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  pro¬ 
cessing  of  food  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955* 

In  total  265  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year, 
arising  out  of  which  it  was  necessary  in  only  three  cases  to  take 
informal  action  for  contravention  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 

Regulations  i960. 

Butchers  9 

Grocery  and  General  3^ 

Fishmongers  1 

Bakehouses  1 

Fish  Fryers  3 

Cafes  13 


Total  57 


MILK  SAMPLES 


All  milk  sold  in  the  Urban  District  is  heat  treated. 

There  Fire  21  licenced  distributors  of  milk  and  visits  were  made  to 
these  premises  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  routine  sampling. 

During  the  year  146  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Bath,  for  the  statutory  test  to  be  carried  out.  Of  these 
one  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  (for  pasturised  milk)  signifying 
a  weakness  either  in  the  method  cf  storage  or  in  the  sterilising 
equipment . 

The  follow  up  samples  in  this  one  case  proved  satisfactory. 


HOUSING 


During  the  year  20  houses  were  inspected  for  unfitness  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1957»  none  of  these  properties  were 
declared  unfit  for  habitation. 

A  high  percentage  of  the  premises  inspected  were  thought  to  be 
substandard  and  lacking  in  modern  amenities,  but  could  at  reasonable 
expense,  be  brought  up  to  an  acceptable  standard,  particularly  in  view 
of  the  financial  assistance  now  available  to  owners  in  the  way  of  grants 
from  the  Council. 

Eighteen  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received  and  with 
the  exception  of  one  all  approved  by  the  Council.  Five  of  these  were 
Improvement  Grants  (Discretionary  Grants)  the  other  fourteen  being  for 
the  provision  of  standard  amenities  only. 
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The  higher  standard  grant  in  two  cases  where  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  extend  the  premises  in  one  and  install  a  septic  tank  in  the  other. 

During  the  year  building  in  the  private  sector  provided  156  additional 
dwellings  within  the  district,  and  the  Council's  building  programme  provided 
69  dwellings  com;;  let ed  and  occupied. 

rjsFusE  coll:  .ctioii  add  disk;  al 


Defuse  is  collected  weekly  from  all  dwellings  in  the  district  and 
twice  weekly  from  shop  premises. 

The  "kerb  side"  method  of  collection  is  still  operated  although  this 
method  is  frowned  upon  in  most  districts. 

The  bonus  scheme,  introduced  in  i960,  and  paid  to  the  principal 
collection  gang  has  now  ceased  and  a  scheme  introduced  by  a  work  study 
team,  incorporating  e.ll  the  refuse  men,  thus  bringing  them  all  on  the 
same  level  for  the  work  they  are  doing. 

Disposal  of  refuse  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  at  Portway  Lane 
by  means  of  controlled  tipping.  As  the  tipping  progressed  away  from  the 
surrounding  properties  there  have  been  no  complaints  from  nearby  residents. 


MOVEABLE  D'/ELLINGS 


Caravans  continue  to  be  stationed  on  the  five  licensed  residential 
sites  in  the  district.  These  sites  are  kept  under  supervision  and  found 
to  be  run  in  an  orderly  manner,  without  giving  rise  to  nuisance  or 
complaint . 


SID/AGE  DISFOSAL 


The  extensions  to  the  sewage  works  have  been  completed  and  put  into 
operation.  These  extensions  will  permit  further  development  in  the  town 
for  a  few  years. 


/ 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS:  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  the  health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3»  4  and  6  axe  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

. 

ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 

40 

33 

iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ( excluding 
out-workers'  premises). 

TOTAL 

40 

33 

- 

-  i 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEF.  CTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 

Number  of 

found 

cases  in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

prosecutions 

To  H.i 

•PT.  TT  V 

ay  ii. i -1 . 

were  instituted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

'ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

mm 

. 

vc-r  crowding  ( S .  2 ) 

— 

_ 

nreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

_ 

nadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
neffective  drainage  of 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

floors  (S,6) 

anitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

tive 

2 

2 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

- 

- 

- 

:*  - 

- 

ther  offences  against  the 
ct  (not  including  offences 
elating  to  outwork) 

— 

_ 

_ 

DTAL 

2 

t 

2 

- 

t 
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FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 


FART  VIII  of  the  ACT 
OUT  CRK 


(Section  133  ^nd  134) 


SECTION 

133 

SECTION 

134 

^  ' 

Nature 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of  cases 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

of 

workers  in 

of  default 

prosecu- 

instances 

Served 

Work 

August  list 

in  sending 

tions  for 

of  work 

required  by 

lists  to 

failure  to 

in  un- 

Section  133 

the  Council 

sup-ply  lists 

wholesome 

(D(c) 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing 

1 

}  -u 

apparel 
(Making  etc. 
cleaning  and 
washing) 

| 

44 

TOTAL 

44 

- 

- 

L . . . 

- 

- 

